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Abstract:

In the beginning of human civilization pursuit of knowledge was not compartmentalized; inquisitive minds followed whatever that arose curiosity. The same individual asked original questions involving humanities and social sciences, mathematics and natural sciences, even before such classifications existed. Innovative questions are not the monopoly of the genius. The habit of questioning can be trained. Success of nations depends on the ability of its citizens to ask original questions. In many ways a young mind is at the stage of a civilizational beginning and must be able to ask original and general questions. Educational system at the School and at the beginning stages of the university must encourage this. The result of an early question from his own work will be presented to exemplify these ideas.


About the speaker:

Professor Emeritus Eluvathingal Devassy Jemmis continues research and teaching in theoretical chemistry at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, India. His primary area of research is applied theoretical chemistry with emphasis on structure, bonding and reactivity, across the periodic table of the elements. His research emphasizes on weaving threads between problems in different areas to uncover the underlying framework of chemistry. Professor Jemmis studied chemistry at IIT Kanpur, Princeton and Cornell, before joining the faculty of University of Hyderabad in 1980 and IISc, Bangalore in 2005. He was the founding director of Indian Institute of Science Education and Research, Thiruvananthapuram (IISER-TVM) between 2008-2013. Professor E. D. Jemmis's research has been acknowledged widely through various awards and recognition including the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar prize (1994), TWAS prize (2003) and Padma Shri (2014).




